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^iGETT'S  MOTo:  report  of  the  release  of  >veather  ballons  and  other  rieteorolof^ical 
instrur.ents  on  27  October  1949,  by  the  weather  section  of  Plant  "X-IO',  Oak  Hidge, 
Tennessee,  is  forthcaning. 
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Air  UatorioJ.  Co:;xiand 
Vfright-Pattercon  Air  Foroo  Baso 
Dayton*  Ohio 

Attontioni  liCI  (Control  iio.  A-i.0i7J 


1.  Hoferonoo  is  iuaclo  to  lettor,  this  hoauquurtorc  * datod 
3i  October  1943,  siibjoot,  'Unconvontionai  AircraTt,"  •..i«h  ou..uary 
of  inforaation  ro  flying  objoots  sighted  near  Knoj^irilio*  Toanosaeo 

2.  Xnclosod  horov;ith  is  sunoary  of  infoivuxtion  containing 
additional  infor.iation. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INfaORMATION 


Reference  is  niude  to  Par&{.raph  2,  i-urirary  of  Inf crrtation,  this  office, 
subject  Scor.e  uS  above,  dated  29  October  1949.  The  follov.in':  aodition-l  infon;.uti^n 
is  furnished  in  r-sgurda  to  the  interviev.'  v.ith  fra.  finnie  Lytic;  J rs.  Lytle  stated 
that  the  objects  >ere  aoproxirately  tv.enty-four  (24)  inches  in  circxuiuf jrencej  thuo 
the  oosition  of  the  objects  in  fli;jht  Vos  in  the  horizontal  '‘osition  v.ith  the  nose 
fon^a^d;  th^t  there  vsas  no  evidence  of  propellors  on  either  of  the  objects,  and  that 
both  objects  appeered  to  be  perfectly  strai^^ht  vdth  no  t&pcrs  or  curves,  ' rs,  Lytle 
explained  that  her  estimate  of  the  dit.ensions  of  the  objects  v«s  based  on  their 

appearance  aloft  and  not  their  actual  size,  (B-2) 

* 

On  1 ^’ov■^rbsr  1949,  t''ia  office  v.as  infor.-’ed  by  an  Offici*.!  of  security 
rivision,  /vtu:.i.c  I^e  qt  Cainission,  Oak  .lidije,  Tonr.essoe,  t/.at  t/.e  Officials  of  .he 
’..'eath-jr  otation  of  Plant  Oak  Ridj-e,  Tennessee,  reported  that  oiiJ  (1) 

thirty-tv.o  (32)  i;»ch  v.sather  balloon  v.as  released  at  that  station  evo.-y  ii^ur, 
uppro:<irately  v.n  the  hour  from  06J0  to  2400,  on  2?  C-ctober  1949,  but  that  no  oth«r 
'meteorological  instruments  v.ere  released  on  that  date.  (D-2' 
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Mrs* 

Ountowiy  l^lBslssippl 
rear  Mrs< 

Tour  letter  of  5 NoTeraber  19l^>  la  hereby  acknoirle  deed* 

T:-.e  inforraatlon  you  provlced  has  been  Induded  In  our  stu(^ 
of  aerial  phonosxma* 

Tour  action  in  variting  this  Connand  Is  appreciated* 

Sineerdy  yours^ 


CARL  B.  LT  ISTRWID 
Lt  Colonel,  I'SAy 

Actg  Chief,  Technical  Analysis  BIt 
Intelliecnce  lepartnent 
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Ountcnmi  Uiss* 
Nov  5,  ii9 

Technical  Intelligence  QLvlslon 
Air  Itaterlel  Conmand  Headquarters 
Wrlfjat-Patterson  Air  Force  Base 
D^on^  Ohio 

Gentlemen  I 


On  Cct  27»  about  12t30  o'clock  X was  In  ay  yard  s^.en  I happened 
to  look  up  and  saw  something  in  the  sky  coming  from  the  Morth*  There  wore 
two  of  thon^each  cne  of  then  ms  two  oval  s^Aped  objects.  T):e  ovals  wore 
fastened  together  with  a fastener  that  seemed  to  bo  flexible.  Ticy  were 
high  and  going  fast.  They  shined  brigbtly  like  new  aluminum  would  in  the 
8unll.;ht.  The  fastener  shined  like  tl'.e  oval  objects.  I could  sec  the 
Ihstoner  sag  between  the  ovals  w!.en  they  changed  position.  They  would 
fly.  One  oval  over  t!.e  ot>.er  one  a few  soconcis  wltii  the  fastenr^r  in  a 
vortical  position  between  the  ovals.  Then  they  would  chan;*e  arain.  The 
fastener  would  be  in  a horosontal  position.  The  ovals  appeared  to  bo 
about  one  foot  in  size  to  me.  Hie  fastener  seemed  to  be  about  one  inch 
wide. 

I could  see  tliem  plainly  as  it  was  clear  and  briglit  in  the  norths 
eastf  and  south  Uiat  day. 


They  mads  no  sound.  I had  been  looking  at  them  a minute  or  two 
idien  one  of  them  seemed  to  Jar  or  Jeric  then  it  vanished}  the  other  me 
went  on  south.  In  a minute«  or  a half  minute  eoncthing  resemblin'? 
pieces  of  ashes  cane  doim.  It  was  drifting  li{^tly  in  the  wind,  iu 
seemed  to  be  li{^ter  in  weight  thwi  aShea  from  the  wa^'  it  floated  in 
the  wind.  It  was  a whitosh  color.  It  was  coming  from  the  north  towards 
the  south; some  of  the  pieces  were  half  as  large  as  a feather.  Host  of 
them  wore  mieh  smaller.  I saw  one  piece  six  or  seven  inches  long.  I 
started  to  g^t  the  large  piece.  It  was  about  ten  feet  high]  it  looked 
like  it  would  ceme  on  down  in  a 'linute.  I was  following  the  large 
piece  intending  to  get  it  when  it  cane  down.  I happened  to  lock  towards 
cy  barr.  which  was  north  of  where  I was  stand.'  ng.  Tlic  e was  something 
like  spider  web  coning  down.  It  was  ceming  down  from  the  north.  They 
were  coming  down  fast  and  think  they  were  catching  on  the  leaves  of  the 
trees.  Uneopin  Places  were  thick  \Tith  then.  Tnore  were  millions  of 
them>  the  air  seemed  to  be  full  of  them.  Single  strands  shining  in  the 
sunlight.  Tliey  )iad  a Golden  tint.  Tliere  wore  some  pieces  that  seemed 
to  bo  large  pieces  of  spider  webb  that  had  tangled  together.  Smse  of  the 
pieces  Iiad  a long  tail  of  single  strands  with  heavy  pieces  at  one  end. 
Thehoavy  end  would  lift  the  piece  up»  and  let  it  down.  It  seemed  to  be 
oontrollng  it. 


the  large  pieces  wore  grsy^white,  like  connon  spider  web.  They 
seemed  to  be  much  H{titer  in  weight  from  the  way  they  floated  in  tlie 
wind.  Some  of  the  pieces  wore  fairly  large  to  stay  up  like  they  did. 

In  about  ten  min  tes  I saw  another  oval  ocolng  from  the  east.  It 
was  a single  oval.  It  was  only  an  oval  shaped  object.  It  vas  going 


r 


fitater  th^n  the  ovals  I had  seen  fastened  toother*  It  seemed  about  a 
foot  in  slae«  It  would  turn  the  end  In  the  direction  it  was  ^olng.  In 
3 or  Ji  seconds  the  siiie  would  turn  in  tint  dix’ection*  It  uld  not  turn 
all  the  way  around.  It  Just  seemed  to  swing  half  way  around*  It  had 
passed  overhead.  I saw  it  Jar,  seemed  like  it  stopped.  I thought  it 
was  going  to  change  its  course^  but  it  did  not.  A small  bri^t  some- 
thing  shot  from  the  oval.  It  went  southeast*  It  went  ouch  faster 
than  the  oval.  It  w^s  about  the  size  of  a large  star.  It  was  bright 
like  a star.  It  was  not  large  enough  for  me  to  see  the  stape  it  was. 

I looked  from  the  star-like  object  back  to  wliere  the  oval  was. 
It  had  vanished.  I did  not  see  it  ai^in. 


Ih  a minute  the  stuff  like  ashes  was  drifting  among  the  trees. 
It  seenwd  to  be  celling  down.  I did  not  see  a piece  cone  to  the  ground. 
I thought  it  was  lancing  on  the  leaves.  Then  the  something  like  sptier 
web  cane  down  #ien  it  came  down  in  the  open  I could  see  it  go  to  the 
ground!  the  trees  it  caught  on  the  leaves  and  s^iincd.  I could  see 
it  hanging  in  the  trees. 


Vihen  I looked  up  again  there  was  another  one  of  the  ovalsj  it 
was  going  in  a southwest  direction.  I ^lld  not  see  what  direction  it 
came  It  was  overhead  when  2 saw  iti  I witched  it.  It  too  wcul; 

swing  half  way  around  and  then  back.  I saw  it  Jar  .and  Jerk  like  the 
ether  one  did.  Then  the  stai>like  object  shot  from  the  oval.  It  went 
in  a southeast  direction!  very  fast.  It  was  sene  distar.ee  Tron  the 
large  oval.  Bright  things  no  larger  than  single  strands  af  spider  we'r 
cane  ffora  each  side  of  the  large  oval.  They  cane  ft*om  the  oval  in  a 
curve.  They  were  sc  bright  and  so  many  of  then  it  hiurt  my  eyes  to  Iccj: 
at  them.  There  seemed  to  be  millions  coming  Traa  the  evil.  They  shir.’d 
like  spider  web  in  sunlight.  In  a minute  or  less  the  ssae%  or 
looked  like  flakes  of  ashesf  trerc  coming  down.  They  were  like  the  ct'er 
pieces  I had  seen.  Then  the  snider  web  stuff  ca-ne  down.  It  looked  iv.8 
Xmas  decoration  on  the  trees  wiiere  It  cane  dewn  In  the  open.  I coild  '-^t 
see  it  after  it  got  to  the  ground.  It  seened  like  it  covered  ever^.*^*.'.^ 
as  far  as  I could  see  there  was  as  much  shining  web  as  there  would  be 
rain  in  a big  rain.  All  the  aftei*noon  the  single  ovals  went  over.  I 
would  see  one  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes.  Tlioy  were  single  ovals. 

2 did  not  see  any  more  fastened  together.  They  came  from  the  east  an* 
north. 


While  I was  watching  it  a plane  was  coming  from  the  west. 
the  plane  was  not  very  far  from  th.e  oval,  I saw  the  oval  Jar  or  Jerk 
the  star-like  object  shot  frcri  the  oval!  it  went  west.  I looked  ab  ^ 
plane  to  see  If  it  would  change  course  or  speed  as  it  was  not  very  rr*'* 
the  oval.  I hoped  the  pilot  would  sec  the  oval,  but  the  plane  did  m.'’ • 
change  speed.  I looked  back  to  idiere  the  oval  was  but  did  not  see  it 
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a;.;%ln;  It  had  vaniohed* 


At  5 o’clock  I looked  up  a,;ain*  There  were  two  of  the  ovals 
aL’coat  overhead.  Kach  one  of  then  had  a tail  not  an/thin^  like  a plane^ 
Juat  a shining  eomethlng  that  looked  to  be  about  one  Inch  wide  to  ne. 

It  -ms  flexible.  I could  see  it  plainly.  T>:e  ovals  were  going  over 
each  other,  then  aronn'l  each  other}  then  cne  of  then  would  go  under  the 
other  one  as  they  r.oved  I could  plainly  see  th  -t  each*  one  of  them  had  a 
tail.  I watched  then  rAybe  3 minutes,  Tdiile  I ratched,  1 decidad  they 
were  trying  to  get  La  position  to  hitch  to *ether.  If  those  tails  had 
be  -n  fastened  together  tneT  woula  be  exactly  like  the  first  ones  I caw 
corning  from  the  North.  I did  not  mteh  to  see  i*hich  way  they  went.  I 
had  to  meet  the  school  bus.  Uy  dau^tor  cane  hone  about  } o’clock.  ’Ve 
watched  for  ovals  in'!  saw  5 or  U after  she  got  hone.  All  of  then  came 
ffca  the  east.  Thov  wore  single  ovals. 


The  ash  ?s  a.rd  spider  w*»b  stuff  cire  drifting, 
of  then  passed,  it  ‘.;ont  on  until  nbout  Iv^O  o'clock. 


'.fter  each  one 


We  cot  one  saall  pijce  of  the  v.’eb*  It  scans  to  bo  nothing  but 
comorv  soi  'er  ;»eh.  I an  sen^tLag  it  wit.*,  the  letter.  h’o:;t  raomLng  th® 
webs  wore  gone  from  the  trees.  It  w.3  Jujt  liks  nothing  had  hapnened. 


I told  Iffy  <hufhter  to  listen  at  senool  to  fl:d  out  if  -ny  cne 
else  saw  the  ovals*  She  said  there  was  no  talk  of  anyone  seeing  arching 

So  far  as  1 know  da. gator  and  I were  the  mly  onog  that  saw 
them,  t'n  Nov  lot  about  1 o'clo'ck,  I locked  up  and  saw  .another  one  of 
tl’.e  ovals.  It  was  coin.;  south.  A few  flakes  of  t!ie  a..Ves  stuff  and 
spider  wb  cane  drifting  dzm  from  tho  north.  It  seemed  like  I coiild 
taste  a bitter  taste  in  ny  not;th,  the  bifcf.er  taste  seemed  to  go  on  down 
i»i  Tty  throat.  I could  not  get  rid  ct  tae  bitter  in  my  routh  and  ttar.at 
for  2 days. 


On  Get  2?th  Trt’.en  I saw  the  ovals,  I tasted  that  bitter  teat#  in 
r-y  mouth,  iliat  day  I thou^t  perhaps  I l-aglned  the  bitter  taste,  because 
I was  scared.  The  ovala,  ashes  and  webs  fr.ightened  me. 


But  after  I aarr  thit  one  on  Nov  lat,  and  tasted  the  bitter  taste 
agiin,  T Iciew  I had  not  IraagLaed  it.  I live  in  northeast  k’lssissippl 
about  25  miles  northeast  of  Tupelo,  lisn.  If  It  will  not  be  a lot  of 
bother,  woula  you  lot  re  kr.ow  if  there  w«re  nr.-'  r:cke*i  — ?.?.*”*■>  La  ^ 
l'*:3  V 3tr-»a.cL‘s»  T'^r  r.cr-hsast  hiss.  c..;t  uiy.  .ns  jcarsd  tojwi 
I :;aw  ail  I saw  tnit  \ft\imoon,  and  please  don't  tiim  this  o-rer  to  tha 
papers.  I do  not  wish  to  lead  another  flylnj  rauc?r  sc-ire. 


Yours  truly 


« #•  / 
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SU3JB0TI  Unconvontional  Aircraft 


TO  I 


Cornnandin*'  General 
Air  Itatoriol  Connand 
TTrifJit-Pattorson  Air 
Dayton , Ohio 


Porce  3as6 


Attontioni  I'CI  (Control  ITo.  A-1917) 


Inclosed  hero’.rith  is  sitmary  of  informtion  re  flyin-  objects 
sij^tod  near  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 


PCCl  THE  COlCiUIDEJG  GEITIil^-lLi 


JOHN  11B\D3  ^ 
Colonel , G-iC 
AC  of  55,  G-2 
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SUMMAfir  or  INKMMATKW 

On  2€  October  1%9,  TI’ ■-  K?rcr.'/IL1  : i: ' 'S-2  J.’THr-X  carried  an  article  \hlch 
stated  that  a ?'rs.  Vlnnie  Old  t aryvllle  rikjti.  Knoxville j Tennessee,  repoi'ted 

that  about  1530  hours  on  27  October  194V*,  she*sifdited  tKo  (2)  brij;ht  looking  obj  xts 
flying;  hi/^h  and  fast  ovof^er  ha*'e.  The  nevspaper  quoted  Trs.  Lytle  as  sayin U at 
the  objects  a. ere  tube  shaped,  noisloss  and  about  a yard  in  len^^th,  and  that,  they 
looked  like  airplanes  when  tho  sun  shined  on  then.  lC-2) 

On  28  October  1949,  l!rs,  .Vinnie  Lytle,  Houscv.ife,  (3.d  Maryville  rike,  toute 
Knoxville,  Tennessee,  v.as  inter/ieued  and  stated  that  while  standLnii  in  her 
back  yard  ^t  approxi  lately  1530  hours,  27  October  1949,  ohe  sighted  tv.o  (2)  objects 
which  were  flying  toward  the  Jouth  (180  decrees)  at  appro::!' ately  the  sane  altitude 
and  speed  as  comorcial  tj'pe  rtircraft.  Ohe  said  that  she  sighted  the  first  object 
by  coincidisnce  while  looking  up  at  the  sky.  *.*hen  she  first  sighted  the  object  it 
was  directly  overhead,  and  was  flyinij  in  u level  flight.  :ihe  saic  t^-at  the  object 
was  shaped  like  ..  straight  tube,  and  that  no  openini^s  either  in  tho  side  or  r-  r 
were  visible.  There  was  no  evidence  of  vapor  trails  or  exhaust,  nor  v.as  there  any 
sound  fron  tho  objoct.  The  Tnfomant  said  f at  she  kept  this  objjct  in  sii'ht  for 
unproxipately  one  (1)  rtnute  boforo  it  disurpeurod  fru;  her  visioji  at  anproxi:  ately 
a forty-five  (45)  deTroe  an.’lo.  Vrs.  Lytle  continued  by  saying  that  i".'  efjLiately 
after  the  firsl  object  disaopoarod,  she  again  looked  overhead  ani  si. '-ted  another 
object  which  was  identical  to  the  first  one  in  shape  and  size,  and  that  it  t.as 
flying  at  the  sar.e  altitude,  in  tho  s^ne  direction  and  at  the  came  rate  of  speed 
as  tho  first  object.  This  object  v.-as  also  kept  in  sight  for  appro.iTately  one  (1) 
irinuto  before  it  dlsanpetrod.  The  Infornant  stated  that  from,  the  reflection  of  tie 
sun  on  these  two  objects,  they  anoeared  to  be  constructed  of  metal  sl"'ilar  to  that 
used  In  airplanes.  3he  said  that  tho  sky  at  the  tL'.e  was  void  of  c3ouds.  !.!rs. 

Lytle  further  stated  that  she  was  alone  %.t  the  tL'<iO  tho  objects  wore  sighted.  (S-2) 

rtO':J!T'S  NOTK;  Mrs.  Lytle  is  approri-ately  fifty-five  (55)  years  of  age,  and  of 
t^t  least  average  intelligence.  <ill  her  unsv.eres  were  nwide  vdthout  hesitation. 

An  attempt  to  report  the  above  Incident  to  Headquarters  by  telephone  not 
with  negative  results  since  tho  inforration  was  not  obtained  until  about  1715,  on 
28  October  1949,  -nd  no  personnel  were  in  the  office  at  that  timie. 

Cn  29  October  1949,  Officials  of  the  United  Jtates  V/eathor  Bureau,  I'cGee- 
Tyson  Airport,  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  v.ere  contacted  and  stated  that  weather  ballons 
were  released  by  that  Bureau  on  27  October  1949,  at  0405,  lOOO,  1602  and  2203;  but 
that  no  other  meteorological  instruments  were  released.  They  said  that  the  ballons 
were  approxL'ately  thirty  (30)  inches  in  diaroiter,  and  that  the  color  of  the  first 
ballon  was  red,  the  second  was  orange,  the  third  was  yellow  and  fourth  w^s  orange. 
The  officials  furnished  the  follcwing  inforration  relative  to  winds  aloft  on  27 
October  1949: 
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a^lnj  It  had  vanished* 

At  7 0*  clock  I looked  up  acTiln*  There  were  two  of  the  ovals 
alaost  overhead.  Faoh  one  of  them  had  a tail  not  anything  like  a plano« 
Just  a shining  something  thnt  looked  to  be  about  one  inch  wide  to  me. 

It  was  flexible.  I could  see  it  plain^.  Hie  ovals  were  going  over 
each  other>  then  around  each  other}  then  one  of  them  would  go  under  the 
other  one  as  they  moved  I could  plainly  see  thvt  each  one  of  them  had  a 
tail*  I watched  them  maybe  3 ndnuteSi  while  I wntcJiedi  I decided  they 
were  trying  to  [^et  In  position  to  hitch  toi;ether.  If  those  tails  had 
be  :n  fastened  toret'ier  thwf  woult;  bo  exactly  like  the  first  ones  I saw 
oonlng  trom  the  North.  3 did  not  watch  to  ace  which  way  t.hcy  went.  I 
had  to  meet  the  school  bus.  My  dau^tor  cane  V.ODe  about  3 o'clock.  ‘Te 
watched  for  ovals  anl  saw  5 or  U after  she  got  home.  All  of  them  came 
, fl'cm  the  east.  They  were  single  ovals. 

The  ashes  and  spider  wob  stuff  cano  drifting.  ».fter  each  one 
of  them  passed>  it  went  on  until  about  o'clock. 

We  got  one  snail  piece  of  the  r;ob.  It  scene  to  be  nothing  but 
coinnon  spi^'er  web.  I an  sending  it  witr.  the  letter.  Next  morning  the 
webe  wore  gone  from  the  trees.  It  wis  just  liko  nothing  had  happened. 

I told  my  dau^ter  to  listen  at  school  to  fl  .d  out  it  viy  one 
else  saw  the  ovals,  said  there  was  no  talk  of  anyone  seeing  ar^thlng* 

So  far  as  I know  ny  da..^ter  and  I w?re  the  c«ily  ones  that  saw 
them.  On  Nov  1st  about  1 o'clock,  I locked  up  and  saw  another  one  of 
I the  ovals.  It  was  goin,^  south.  A few  flakes  of  t)ie  ashes  stuff  and 

spider  web  cano  drifting  down  frem  the  north.  It  seemed  like  I could 
taste  a bitter  taste  in  ny  noilth,  the  bitter  taste  seened  to  go  on  d<r.wi 
in  ly  throat.  I could  not  get  rid  of  the  bitter  in  my  r.outh  and  trt^at 
for  2 days. 

On  Oct  2?th  wlien  I saw  the  ovals,  I tasted  that  bitter  taste  in 
ly  mouth.  Hiat  day  I thought  perhaps  I Iraginod  the  bitter  taste,  because 
I was  scared.  The  ovals,  ashes  and  webs  frightened  me. 

But  after  I savr  that  one  on  Nov  1st,  and  tasted  the  bitter  taste 
again,  I knew  I had  not  imagined  it.  I live  in  northeast  Klsslssippl 
about  23  miles  northeast  of  Tupelo,  kiss.  If  it  will  not  be  a lot  of 
bother,  would  you  lot  uo  know  if  there  were  any  rockets  or  anything 
like  th\t  streaking  over  northeast  Liiss.  that  day.  T was  scared  when 
' 1 saw  all  I saw  that  afternoon,  and  please  don' t turn  this  over  to  the 

t papers.  I do  not  wish  to  lead  another  flying  saucer  scare. 

I lours  truly 

Katie  kagers 
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Unidentified  Flying  Cfejects 
sighted  near  Knoxville,  7anr. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INRORMATTON 

0405  hrs; 
p.Ititude  ( 
Surface 
2000 
3000 
4000 
5000 
6000 
7000 
8000 
9000 
10000 
12000 
14000 
16000 


feet 


Directi.-n 

40 

80 

140 

170 

190 

210 

230 

220 

230 

230 

240 

250 

260 


det^reesj 


Knots  Dor  hour 

T5 

19 

10 

13 

17 

18 
16 
11 
12 
13 
16 
16 
16 


1000  hrs: 
•'Hitude 
Surface 
2000 
3000 
4000 
5000 
6000 
7000 
8000 
9000 
10000 
12000 
14000 
16000 
18000 

1S02  hrs: 
Altitude 
Surface 
2000 
3000 
4\X)0 
5000 
6000 
7000 


feet 


g 


fe  t) 


-2  > C4 
' Whh 

nU 

31  < 


Direction 

50 

60 

120 

160 

190 

220 

230 

240 

220 

200 

230 

220 

220 

230 


Directicn 

Cairn 

30 

60 

120 

170 

180 

190 


degrees ) 


Knots  per  i.our 


6 

4 

10 

U 

13 

14 

17 
12 
12 

18 
20 
21 
24 


decrees 


Knots  '^er  hour 


4 

4 

9 

11 

14 
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